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Course Overview 

Staff Contact Details 

Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone 

A/Prof Geoffrey 

Brahm Levey 

g.levey@unsw.edu.au by email contact MB 137 93851376 

School Contact Information 

School of Social Sciences 

Room 159 

Morven Brown C20 

 

email: soss@unsw.edu.au 

phone:

mailto:g.levey@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details 

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course 

Note: This is a 12 UOC course. You will enrol in 6 UOC in each of two successive terms with a result 

reported by a single grade at the end of the second 6 UOC course. 

 

This is a core course for Honours candidates in the School of Social Sciences and the main focus will be 

the question of methodology. Each seminar will look at different approaches to research across the sub- 

disciplines and will explore what we might call the ‘so what’ of a particular methodology’s analytical 

leverage. Why do the Social Sciences break into myriad, competing methodologies? Can we describe 

our methodologies as scientific, and if not, then how do we best secure a notion of accuracy and 

usefulness? How does our understanding of evidence actually change our research methods as well as 

the outcomes and conclusions that we might reach? 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

1. Apply critical thinking and analytic skills 

2. Effectively deploy a particular theory or methodological approach 

3. Design and sustain an argument, or point of view 

4. Identify and apply the ethical requirements and responsibilities of researchers 

 

Teaching Strategies 

 Seminars will be conducted by the coordinator with input from other specialist teaching staff 

to guide students through the process of conducting research at honours level, working with 

a supervisor, and  planning and executing an independent research project. 

 Library resources for honours students will be explained by the outreach librarian to assist 

students with researching their thesis topic. 

 

 Strategies for choosing a research topic and narrowing down the scope to a manageable 

project will be workshopped with the assistance of supervisors in the School and recent honours 

graduates. 

 

Important information: This course runs over Terms 1 and 2, meeting weekly during term time. Classes 

begin in week 1 in Term 1. Please be on time. The details of T1 and T2 course topics and readings will 

be updated on Moodle as the course proceeds. 
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Assessment 

Details of assessment tasks 

 

All assessments should be: 

 

submitted with your student number included in the file name; 

presented in 12 pt font; 

1.5 or double-spaced with minimum 2cm margins at left and right; and 

presented with consecutively numbered pages at the bottom left. 

appropriately referenced in accordance with the School of Social Sciences Referencing Guide, 

with a reference list presented at the end of the paper. 

The word limit is exclusive of the bibliography but inclusive of everything else. 

 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning 

Outcomes Assessed 

1. Discussion Paper 20% Due T1  

Friday 1 April (12 pm) 

1, 3, 4 

2. Discussion Paper 20% Due T1 

Friday 6 May (12 pm) 

1, 3, 4 

3. Research Paper 
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You should conduct independent research to support your argument and the paper must be 

appropriately referenced in accordance with the School of Social Sciences Referencing Guide linked 

below, with a reference list presented at the end of the paper. The word limit is exclusive of the 

bibliography but inclusive of everything else. You will lose 5% per 100 words over the 1000 word limit. 

The standards against which this assessment will be evaluated are in the rubric, available on Moodle. 

 

You must submit your discussion paper to TurnItIn in Moodle by the due date and time in T1 

(which will be advised in the course material). I will not accept submissions by email. 

 

The Faculty late penalty is 5% of the total possible marks for the task for each day or part day that the 

work is late. Lateness includes weekends and public holidays. 

 

The discussion paper will be marked /100 and will constitute 20% of your grade for this course. 

 

Assessment 2: Discussion Paper 

Assessment length: 1000 words 

Due date: Due T1, date TBA 
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The discussion paper will be marked /100 and will constitute 20% of your grade for this course. 

 

Assessment 3: Research Paper 

Assessment length: 4000 words 

Due date: Due T2, date TBA 

 

4000 word individual research paper. Students receive written feedback and a numerical grade within 

two weeks of submission. This is the final assessment for this course. 

 

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports. 

 

Additional details 
 

The third and final assessment task for this course is the research paper and will be due in Term 2. In 

this paper, you must address the following three questions, which are the same three topics that the 

guest presenters have addressed each week throughout the semester: 

 

1. What disciplinary and scholarly traditions / perspectives / sensibilities do you bring to the 

research that you will do this year? 

2. How do these disciplinary and scholarly traditions / perspectives / sensibilities affect the research 

that you are doing? 

3. How do these lead to particular ways of understanding and researching the social world? What 

are the strengths and limitations of your disciplinary / scholarly perspective? 

 

You should explore these questions and reflect upon them before writing up a thoughtful and personal 

yet scholarly paper. Each section should develop an argument or set of arguments and the paper as a 

whole should be both coherent and cohesive. We will spend time in class discussing how to approach 

this assessment, and further resources are available on Moodle. 

 

You should conduct independent research to support the arguments you develop in your research paper 

and the paper must be appropriately referenced in accordance with the School of Social Sciences 

Referencing Guide linked below, with a reference list presented at the end of the paper. The word limit is 

exclusive of the bibliography but inclusive of everything else. You will lose 5% per 100 words over the 

4000 word limit. The standards against which this assessment will be evaluated are in the rubric, 

available on Moodle. 
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Attendance Requirements 

Students are expected to attend all the seminars. This is your Honours year, a very special year.  

You can only get out of it what you put into it. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks 

Turnitin Submission 

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please 

telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support 

hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you 

are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you 

must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to 

include as evidence to support your extension application. If you ema

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many 

forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement. 

 

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories: 

 

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the 

source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article, 

report or other written document, presentation, composition, artwork, design, drawing, circuitry, computer 

program or software, website, internet, other electronic resource, or another person's assignment without 

appropriate acknowledgement. 

 

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original 

information, structure and/or progression of ideas of the original without acknowledgement. This also 

applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to 

piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing. 

 

Collusion: Working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also 

includes providing your work to another student for the purpose of them plagiarising, paying another 

person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring another person’s academic work and copying 

it, offering

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
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