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Abstract: Since 2005 food aid to North Korea has been in steep decline, however,
during the period 1995 to 2005 North Korea received more food aid from the UN
World Food Programme (WFP) and US government than any other country.
Similarly, private relief aid to North Korea significantly increased, with approximately
130 organisations worldwide providing over US$2 billion in aid between 1995 and
2005. This article revisits this period marked by the most extensive engagement of
humanitarian organisations since the establishment of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) in 1948. In the context of this dependence on foreign aid
the article examines the impact of International Aid Agencies or International
Nongovernment Organisations’ (INGOs) operations, not only in humanitarian terms
but with regards to political, social and economic development. We argue that due to
tight operating restrictions there was no discernable impact on North Korean society
or the polity. However, it is argued that longer term and unanticipated effects are
likely due to the extensive



confidence in the authorities as they discharge of their duties in accordance with the
rule of law. To this end, the reliability of public administration can be guaranteed only
when guiding principles that govern the administration are both explicit and known to
all those involved. In the Malaysian public service, results show that despite the
mechanisms and proliferation of laws which attempt to instil ethical behaviour among
public administrators, the difficulty lies in the promotion of an ethical behaviour
among the public administrators. There is a compelling need for guidance to address
ethical and unethical condu






Abstract: Research on Korea in the English-speaking world has generally lagged
behind studie






