
Background
• Prescription opioid use in pregnancy has been linked to 

congenital malformations in infants and adverse perinatal 
outcomes.1

• The limited and conflicting evidence regarding the safety of 
opioids in pregnancy underscores the importance of the quality 
use of opioid medicines in women who might become 
pregnant. 

• As around half of all pregnancies are unplanned2, prescription 
opioid use among women of reproductive age may result in 
exposure in unplanned pregnancies.

• Thus, an understanding of prescription opioid use among 
women of reproductive
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