
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

 //
  U

N
SW

 A
rts

, D
es

ig
n 

& 
Ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e
SOCW4013
Child and Family Welfare Practice
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Phillipa Evans p.evans@unsw.edu.au By appointment Morven Brown

115
(02) 9065
3563

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Jen Stephensen j.stephensen@unsw.edu.au By appointment
Nigel Spence n.spence@unsw.edu.au By appointment

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will introduce you to perspectives on family, childhood, child wellbeing, children's
developmental needs, children's rights, child maltreatment and ecological contexts. You will analyse
professional practice in early intervention and family support, child protection, and protective care
interventions for children at risk, including out of home care, permanency and adoption. Your skills in
assessment and case management will be addressed.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of current theory, research and entry level skills
relevant to family and child welfare practice. 

2. Demonstrate comprehension of the theories of the etiology of various forms of maltreatment, and
research on their prevalence, developmental sequelae and risk and protective factors.

3. Analyze the consequences of oppression and discrimination on the lives of children and families
and the effects of their history within the child welfare system, and apply empowerment principles
in their practice.

4. Demonstrate entry level skills in assessment and case management in protective care situations
of families and children.

5. Comprehend, analyze and evaluate approaches to delivering family based, in home services that
enhance the functioning of families and well being of children.

6. Comprehend, and evaluate the legal, social and psychological ramifications of protective
services, foster care, adoption and permanency planning on children at risk  and empirical
evidence on their outcomes.

Teaching Strategies 

A weekly one-hour lecture covers the theory aspects of the course. A weekly two hour seminar provides
an opportunity for students to apply the theory to practice situations and develop skills through use of
role plays, case analysis and student presentations. Three Intensive workshops combining the lecture
and tutorial will be scheduled during the term.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class presentation 30% Not Applicable 3, 4

Minor essay 20% 20/06/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2

Major essay 50% 25/07/2021 11:00 PM 4, 5, 6

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students deliver an individual in-class presentation on a topic agreed with or allocated by the course
convenor. 

Students receive written feedback and a numerical grade within three weeks of submission. 

Additional details:

Further details of this assessment are available on moodle. 

Assessment 2: Minor essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1000

Details:

Students submit a 1,000 word essay on theories of maltreatment.

Students receive written feedback and a numerical grade within three weeks of submission.

Additional details:

Further details regarding the assessment are available on moodle.

Assessment 3: Major essay

Start date: Not Applicable
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Length: 2000

Details:

Students submit a 2,000 word essay on course themes and topics. This is the final assessment for this
course.

Students receive written feedback and a numerical grade within three weeks of submission. 

Additional details:

Further details regarding the assessment are available on moodle.
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/SOCW4013.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All readings will be made available on moodle via Leganto

Recommended Resources

You will find valuable and relevant material in the following journals held in the UNSW library:



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://unsplash.com/@rodlong?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/childrens-hands?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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