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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Nicholas Apoifis n.apoifis@unsw.edu.au Wednesdays, 3-4 Room 144

Morven Brown
9385 2407

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Where does power lie in politics? Whose explanations about how the world works are valued and why?
This course will equip you with some of the skills necessary to begin formulating your own answers to
these questions. You will be introduced to the idea of studying politics, both domestic and international,
as an academic discipline, and to some of the key academic conventions and standards that are
important to the discipline: the idea of evidence-based argument, for example, and the idea of ethical
scholarship. We will also discuss the formation of the modern state system and interrogate the
conceptualisation of the state that informs much contemporary theory and practice in politics at the
national and international level.

A substantial part of this course is devoted to the introduction of the main theoretical traditions that
animate the study of politics and international relations. One of the central messages of the course is
that different theoretical approaches generate different images of the world that build on particular
assumptions. Therefore, while people may think they know what the current problems of politics and
global politics are and how to solve them, one of the aims of this course is to alert you to other ways of
seeing things. This should allow you to make a more confident decision about your own stance towards
particular issues and to analyse these issues more thoroughly, but it should also make you question both
your own and others’ representations of the world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.



presentation of video clips, small-group activities, Q&A sessions and pair-work. The lectures are
designed to supplement independent study on the course that begins (but should not end) with close
engagement with the weekly required readings. Lecture attendance is compulsory--but it will be well
worth it!

2. TUTORIALS

Tutorials allow you to discuss questions, themes and issues arising from your independent study, as well
as providing the opportunity to engage in productive discussion with their peers and to participate in a
range of structured learning activities, including group/pair/individual analytical work, formal and informal
debates, quizzes and mini-projects. Tutorials are also 1 hour in duration.

3. INDEPENDENT LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Independent learning activities must be completed each week and should take approximately 30-mins.
They are designed to foster independent study and to allow for engagement with different tasks that
cannot be undertaken in a tutorial environment, such as conducting online research or watching a film.
These activities are clearly explained on the University LMS and will mostly be facilitated by it.

This blended mode of delivery both increases your flexibility, as you can complete preparatory activities
at a time that suits you, and deepens engagement, as you will arrive in the classroom well-prepared and
able to undertake complex, problem-based, learning activities in the face-to-face classes. 
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Assessment

For all information regarding UNSW SOSS policy (referencing, plagiarism, lateness etc) see:

https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/

Penalties that may be applied to your work:



feedback sheet/rubric will be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work
towards specified standards.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Exam

Start date: 01/05/2020 09:00 AM

Details: Exam in the official UNSW exam period. This is the final assessment in the course. Students
will receive a numerical grade within two weeks of submission through the University's Learning
Management System (LMS).

Additional details:

This is a take-home exam administered through your Moodle portal, during the formal UNSW exam
period. The exam questions will available at 9am on Friday the 1st of May, 2020. The exam will be
submitted through turnitin/moodle, and is due by 9am Monday the 4th of May 2020. More details are
available on Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

see Moodle

Recommended Resources

See Moodle

Course Evaluation and Development

See Moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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